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Weekly One Liners 04th to 10th of October 2021 
 

RBI Monetary Policy: Status Quo on rates 
 

The Reserve Bank of India’s (RBI) Monetary Policy 

Committee (MPC) kept the repo rate unchanged in the 

fourth bi-monthly policy meet for the financial year 

2021-22 headed by RBI Governor Shaktikanta Das has 

maintained the status quo. The meeting was held 

between October (6 to 8). The remaining will take place 

in December (6 to 8) and February (7 to 9, 2022). 
 

The Marginal Standing Facility (MSF) rate and bank 

rates remain unchanged: 

• Policy Repo Rate: 4.00% 

• Reverse Repo Rate: 3.35% 

• Marginal Standing Facility Rate: 4.25% 

• Bank Rate: 4.25% 

• CRR: 4% 

• SLR: 18.00% 
 

RBI Monetary Policy Highlights & Key Decisions: 

• FY22 GDP growth forecast maintained at 9.5%. 

• CPI inflation is projected at 5.3% for the current 

fiscal year. 

• Bond purchases under G-SAP stopped. 

• Open market operations to continue as needed. 

• Internal ombudsman plan for non-bank lenders. 

• On-tap special LTRO of 3 years worth Rs 10,000 

crore for small businesses extended till Dec 31. 

• Framework planned for retail digital payments in 

offline mode. 

• Immediate Payment Service (IMPS) limited upped 

from Rs 2 lakh to Rs 5 lakh 

• No compulsion for banks to park money in variable 

reverse repo rate (VRRR). 
 

 

Indian hockey players sweep FIH Stars Awards 
 

Indian hockey players swept the 2020-21 edition of the 

FIH Stars Awards, the international hockey federation 

(FIH) announced. The winners were decided based on 

an online poll conducted from August 23 to September 

15 which saw national associations, represented by their 

respective national captains and coaches, players, 

media and hockey fans cast their votes. Votes from 

national associations counted for 50 per cent of the 

overall result, while fans and players (25 per cent) as 

well as media (25 per cent), accounted for the other half. 
 

FIH Stars Awards 2020-21: Winners list 

• Player of the Year: Harmanpreet Singh (men) and 

Gurjit Kaur (women) 

• Goalkeeper of the Year: PR Sreejesh (men) and 

Savita Punia (women) 

• Rising Star of the Year: Vivek Sagar Prasad (men) 

and Sharmila Devi (women) 

• Coach of the Year: Graham Reid (men) and Sjoerd 

Marijne (women) 
 

India slips 6 ranks on Henley Passport Index 

2021 
 

India’s rank has slipped by six places from last year to 

90 on the Henley Passport Index 2021, which lists the 

world’s most travel-friendly passports Japan and 

Singapore hold the first rank on the passport index. The 

index covers 227 destinations and 199 passports. The 

index comes at a time when countries are easing travel 

restrictions for international visitors after almost two 

years since the outbreak of the COVID-19 pandemic. 

The rankings are based on the survey of the 

International Air Transport Association (IATA) data. 
 

Top 5 countries in the Index: 

• Rank 1: Japan, Singapore 

• Rank 2: Germany, South Korea 

• Rank 3: Finland, Italy, Luxembourg, Spain 

• Rank 4: Austria, Denmark 

• Rank 5: France, Ireland, Netherlands, Portugal, 

Sweden 
 

World’s 5 least powerful passports: 

• Afghanistan 

• Iraq 

• Syria 

• Pakistan 

• Yemen 
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National Affairs 
 

• The world’s largest national flag, made up of 

Khadi cloth, has been installed in Leh, Ladakh, on 

the occasion of the 152nd birth anniversary of 

Mahatma Gandhi on October 02, 2021. The 

tricolour is 225-feet long and 150-feet wide. It 

weighs around 1,000 kg. 

• The government of India has launched a web 

portal called “Waste to Wealth” to enhance 

cooperation for sustainable development through 

economy and community participation. The web 

portal will bring together technology providers, 

government stakeholders and urban local bodies to 

find solutions to India’s waste problems, mainly 

plastic waste. 

• The Union Minister of Law and Justice, Kiren Rijiju 

has inaugurated the first Sports Arbitration Centre 

of India at Ahmedabad in Gujarat. This Sports 

Arbitration Centre of India (SACI) will serve as an 

independent body to fast track disputes in the 

sports sector and serve as a mechanism to redress 

issues related to sports. 

• Prime Minister Narendra Modi inaugurated 

‘Azadi@75 – New Urban India: Transforming 

Urban Landscape’ Conference-cum-Expo in 

Lucknow at the Indira Gandhi Pratishthan as a 

part of Azadi@75 celebrations. The theme of the 

three-day event is “New Urban India”. It will 

culminate on October 07, 2021. The Conference-

cum-Expo is organised by the Ministry of Housing 

& Urban Affairs (MoHUA). 

• The Tax Inspectors Without Borders (TIWB) has 

launched its programme in Seychelles. India has 

been chosen as the Partner Administration for this 

programme. The country will be providing its Tax 

Expert in support of the initiative. The focus of the 

12-month programme will be on Transfer Pricing 

cases of tourism and financial services sectors. 

• Vice President M Venkaiah Naidu has inaugurated 

the Mahabahu Brahmaputra River Heritage Centre 

in the presence of Governor Jagdish Mukhi and 

Chief Minister Himanta Biswa Sarma in Guwahati 

in the state of Assam. The centre was originally 

served as the residence of the British deputy 

commissioner of Kamrup. Nearly 150 years after it 

was constructed, the iconic DC Bungalow of 

Guwahati was opened to the public as a heritage 

centre. 

• The Centre has approved the setting up of seven 

new mega textile parks, or PM MITRA parks across 

the country in an effort to help furthering the 

growth of the textile sector in the economy and 

position India strongly on the Global textiles map. 

The Mega Integrated Textile Region and Apparel 

Parks (PM MITRA) will be based on the 5F vision 

of the Hon’ble Prime Minister. The ‘5F’ Formula 

consists of Farm to fibre; fibre to factory; factory to 

fashion; fashion to foreign. 

• Prime Minister Narendra Modi dedicated 35 

Pressure Swing Adsorption (PSA) Oxygen Plants 

to the nation through video-conferencing, during an 

event at AIIMS Rishikesh, Uttarakhand. These 35 

PSA Oxygen Plants have been established under 

PM CARES, across 35 States and Union Territories. 

Now all districts of the country will now have 

commissioned PSA Oxygen Plants. 

• India officially joined the High Ambition Coalition 

for Nature and People, a group of more than 70 

countries encouraging the adoption of the global 

goal to protect at least 30 per cent of the world’s 

land and ocean by 2030 (30x30). 

 

States in the News 
 

• The Uttar Pradesh government led by Chief 

Minister Yogi Adityanath has named veteran 

Bollywood actor Kangana Ranaut as the brand 

ambassador of the ambitious “One District One 

Product (ODOP) scheme” of the state. CM Yogi 

also presented Kangana with a silver coin which 

was used for ‘Ram Janm Bhumi Pujan’. 

• The CSIR’s Institute of Himalayan Bioresource 

Technology (IHBT) has introduced cinnamon 

cultivation in Himachal Pradesh on a pilot basis. 

True cinnamon or Cinnamomumverum is grown 

mainly in Sri Lanka, while minor producing 

countries include Seychelles, Madagascar, and 

India. 

• The famed white onion of Alibag in Maharashtra’s 

Raigad district was given the Geographical 

Indication (GI) tag bringing worldwide recognition 

to its unique sweet taste, no-tears factor, as well as 

its medicinal properties. The soil of Alibaug taluka 

has low sulphur content. The NABL-approved lab 

test report mentions low pungency, sweet taste, ‘no 

tear’ factor, low pyruvic acid, high protein, fat & 

fibre, etc. 
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• Andhra Pradesh Chief Minister Y.S. Jagan Mohan 

Reddy has launched the ‘Swechha’ program to 

tackle the stigma attached to menstruation, 

prioritize female personal hygiene, and encourage a 

healthy dialogue of information. ‘Swechha’ 

(meaning freedom) is intended to ensure affordable 

access to health and menstrual hygiene in 

adolescent girls and women. 

• Assam Minister for Fisheries, Environment and 

Forest and Excise, Parimal Suklabaidya launched 

an App Fishwaale, India’s first e-fish market. Table 

size fish such as bhangon, mrigal and rohu and 

freshwater and seawater frozen fish (icebox) will be 

available coupled with dry fish packets, dry fish 

raw, fish pickles and processed fish products. 

• The state government of Maharashtra has launched 

a special Covid-19 vaccination drive named as 

Mission Kavach Kundal, with the target of 

inoculating 15 lakh people everyday. The week-

long drive has been organised from October 08 to 

October 14, 2021. The drive is in line with Centre’s 

target of reaching 100 crore vaccination mark till 15 

October 2021. 

• National Tiger Conservation Authority has 

approved the Chhattisgarh government’s proposal 

to declare the combined areas of the Guru Ghasidas 

National Park & Tamor Pingla Wildlife Sanctuary 

as a Tiger Reserve. It is located in the northern part 

of the state, bordering Madhya Pradesh & 

Jharkhand. This is the 4th Tiger Reserve in 

Chhattisgarh (Udanti-Sitanadi, Achanakmar, 

Indravati). 
 

 

International Affairs 
 

• Najla Bouden Romdhane has been appointed as 

the first-ever female Prime Minister of Tunisia. 

The 63-year-old has also become the first female 

prime minister in the whole Arab world. 

• The World Expo 2020 has been organised at Dubai 

in the United Arab Emirates from 1 October 2021 

to 31 March 2022. The main theme of the Dubai 

Expo 2020 is “Connecting Minds, Creating the 

Future”.  The theme of the India pavilion at the 

Expo is “Openness, Opportunity and Growth”. It 

will showcase resurgent India’s march to becoming 

a USD 5 Trillion economy, the exceptional 

fightback against COVID-19 and the country’s 

emergence as a global business hub presenting huge 

opportunities for the world. 

• The Prime Minister of Ethiopia, Abiy Ahmed has 

been sworn in for a second five-year term. He was 

administered the oath of office by Supreme Court 

Chief Justice Meaza Ashenafi. 

• The Russian military had successfully test-fired a 

hypersonic "Tsirkon" missile from a submarine for 

the first time. Hypersonic missiles fly much faster 

and are more agile than standard ones, making 

them much more difficult for missile defense 

systems to stop. The U.S. military conducted its first 

flight test of a hypersonic missile system in 2011. 

 

Agreements/MoUs Signed 
 

• Bharti Airtel has conducted a 5G network trial in 

partnership with Ericsson in a rural landscape, 

achieving a speed of over 100 Mbps on a 

smartphone, which was able to connect to the 

network at a distance of over 10 km from the site. A 

fixed wireless access (FWA) device at a distance of 

10 km from the site recorded a speed of over 200 

Mbps. 

• PNB Housing Finance announced that it has joined 

hands with CSC e-Governance Services India to 

provide last-mile home loan facilities to individuals 

living in tier 2 and 3 cities. CSC e-Governance 

Services India Limited, a Special Purpose Vehicle, 

has been set up by the Ministry of Electronics and 

IT under the Companies Act, 1956. 
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• IT services, consulting & business solutions 

organisation Tata Consultancy Services (TCS) has 

announced that its 20-year long partnership with 

India’s largest public lender – State Bank of India 

(SBI)—has been extended for 5 more years as SBI 

goes ahead with its next leg of growth based on 

technology, resilience and people. The partnership 

between TCS & SBI started in 2001. 

• In a significant development for the global power 

sector, Electricite de France S.A. (EDF), one of the 

world's leading power sector companies 

headquartered in Paris, and NTPC Ltd, India's 

largest energy integrated company signed a 

Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) to explore 

potential power project development opportunities 

in the Middle East, Asia, Europe and Africa. 

 

Schemes and Committees News 
 

• Prime Minister of India, Narendra Modi virtually 

launched the Jal Jeevan Mission App and 

Rashtriya Jal Jeevan Kosh, on October 02, 2021, as a 

part of the flagship Jal Jeevan Mission (JJM), 

launched in 2019. The Jal Jeevan Mission has been 

empowering women of the country by saving their 

time and efforts which was earlier consumed in 

covering long distances to fetch drinking water. 

• Prime Minister Narendra Modi launched the 

second phase of the two flagship missions, namely, 

Swachh Bharat Mission-Urban (SBM-U) and Atal 

Mission for Rejuvenation and Urban 

Transformation (AMRUT), from Dr Ambedkar 

International Centre in New Delhi. The SBM-U 2.0 

and AMRUT 2.0 have been designed to realise the 

aspiration of making all cities ‘garbage free’ and 

‘water secure’. The outlay of SBM-U 2.0 is around 

Rs 1.41 lakh crore. The outlay of AMRUT 2.0 is 

around Rs 2.87 lakh crore. 

 

Books and Authors 
 

• Indian Entrepreneur and writer Jaithirth Rao, 

popularly known as Jerry Rao, has come out with a 

book on Mahatma Gandhi titled “Economist 

Gandhi: The Roots and the Relevance of the 

Political Economy of the Mahatma”. Jaithirth Rao 

is the founder and former CEO of the software 

company Mphasis. 
 

Banking/Economy/Business News 
 

• State Bank of India (SBI) has announced the 

launch of SBI’s NAV-eCash card on INS 

Vikramaditya, the largest naval aircraft carrier of 

India. The new journey envisioned for the card is 

set to change the payment ecosystem, while the ship 

is sailing with no dependency on utilisation of any 

form of cash to avail any of the services on board. 

• The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has granted the 

National Asset Reconstruction Company 

(NARCL) the licence to register as an asset 

reconstruction company (ARC). The Licence is 

given under Section 3 of the Securitisation and 

Reconstruction of Financial Assets and 

Enforcement of Security Interest (SARFAESI) Act 

2002. 

• Kotak Mahindra Bank Ltd (KMBL) has received 

approval from the government for the collection of 

direct & indirect taxes, such as income tax, Goods 

and Services Tax (GST) etc, through its banking 

network. With this, the bank becomes the first 

scheduled private sector bank to receive approval 

after the announcement by Finance Minister 

Nirmala Sitharaman allowing all banks to 

participate in the government-related business. 

• The gross GST revenue collected in the month of 

September was 1,17,010 crore rupees, which 

included a CGST component of 20,578 crores, SGST 

is 26,767 crore and IGST component of 60,911 crore 

rupees.  

• Rating agency Moody’s Investors Service has 

upgraded India’s sovereign rating outlook to 

‘stable’ from ‘negative’, on October 05, 2021, 

following an improvement in the financial sector 

and faster-than-expected economic recovery across 

sectors. Moody’s expects real GDP growth to 

average around 6 per cent over the medium term, 

reflecting a rebound in activity to levels at potential 

as conditions normalise. 

• The World Bank has estimated India’s real Gross 

Domestic Product (GDP) in the current fiscal year 

2021-22 to grow by 8.3% in its latest economic 

update for South Asia. 

• Fitch Ratings has cut India’s economic growth 

forecast to 8.7% for the current fiscal but raised 

GDP growth projection for FY23 to 10%, saying the 

second COVID-19 wave delayed rather than derail 

the economic recovery. 
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• Online payment services provider, Paytm has 

acquired a 100% stake in Mumbai-based digital 

lending startup CreditMate. However, the 

transaction details of the deal have not been 

disclosed. The Paytm Group will now be the 100% 

beneficial owners of the business, while the co-

founders of CreditMate will exit the business. 

• Fintech company BharatPe, announced its entry 

into the ‘Buy Now Pay Later’ (BNPL) category with 

the launch of ‘postpe’. The new platform provides 

credit to customers to buy now, but pay later from 

anywhere. Customers using the postpe platform 

can download the app from Play Store and avail 

interest-free credit limit of up to Rs 10 lakh.  

• Tata Group, the progenitor of the Air India airline, 

reclaimed it, nearly 60 years after it was 

nationalised. Tata Sons bid ₹180 billion for the 

government’s 100% stake in Air India. The 

government is seeking to sell 100 per cent of its 

stake in the state-owned national airline, including 

Air India’s 100 per cent shareholding in AI Express 

Ltd and 50 per cent in Air India SATS Airport 

Services Private Ltd. 

 

Appointments/Resignations 
 

• Amish Mehta has been appointed as the new 

Managing Director and Chief Executive Officer 

(MD & CEO) of rating agency Crisil with effect 

from October 01, 2021. He has replaced Ashu 

Suyash. Crisil is owned by S&P. 

• BC Patnaik has taken charge as Managing Director 

of Life Insurance Corporation of India. He was 

appointed as Managing Director by the 

Government of India notification dated July 5, 2021. 

• The Indian Steel Association (ISA) has announced 

that Alok Sahay has assumed office as its new 

secretary-general and executive head, taking over 

from Bhaskar Chatterjee. Sahay who is the former 

executive director of the Steel Authority of India 

(SAIL) has experience of almost four decades in the 

steel industry. 

• Sanjay Bhargava, who had worked with Elon 

Musk as part of a team that had founded electronic 

payment firm, PayPal, will now head the tech 

billionaire entrepreneur’s Starlink satellite 

broadband venture in India. Bhargava joins SpaceX 

as Starlink’s country director (India), as the Musk-

led US aerospace company gears up to compete 

with Bharti group-backed OneWeb. 

• Crypto exchange CoinDCX has roped in Amitabh 

Bachchan as a brand ambassador to spread 

awareness about cryptocurrencies. Through this 

collaboration, CoinDCX wants to increase 

awareness around crypto and popularise it as an 

emerging asset class. CoinDCX wants to ensure that 

crypto is accessible to everyone. 

• The Consumer Electronics and Appliances 

Manufacturers Association (CEAMA) has 

appointed Eric Braganza as its president for a two-

year term. He succeeds Godrej Appliances Business 

Head and Executive Vice-President Kamal Nandi 

for the CEAMA chair. 

• P L Haranadh, an Indian Railway Traffic Service 

(IRTS) officer of the 1994 batch, has been appointed 

as the new Chairman of Paradip Port Trust (PPT).  

• E.R. Sheikh has assumed charge as first Director-

General of the Ordnance Directorate (Co-

ordination and Services). It is the successor 

organization of the Ordnance Factory Board (OFB). 

 

Defence News 
 

• The 8th edition of the India – Sri Lanka bilateral 

joint Exercise “Mitra Shakti-21” is scheduled to 

take place at Combat Training School, Ampara in 

Sri Lanka from October 4 to 15, 2021. The aim of the 

exercise is to enhance interoperability and sharing 

best practices in counter-insurgency and counter-

terrorism operations between Armies of both 

countries and further strengthen the relationship 

between both the South Asian Nations. 
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• India and Australia have participated in the fourth 

edition of the biennial maritime series 

‘AUSINDEX’. The exercise will allow the 

Australian Navy and Indian Navy to strengthen 

“inter-operability, gain from best practices”. The 

maritime exercise is conducted in Australia and 

India, with the recent one being held in the 

Northern Australia Exercise Area. 

• The fifth edition of India – Japan Maritime 

Bilateral Exercise JIMEX was held in the Arabian 

Sea from 06 to 08 October 2021. The Indian Navy is 

represented by indigenously built Guided Missile 

Stealth Destroyer Kochi and Guided Missile Frigate 

Teg, P8I Long Range Maritime Patrol Aircraft, 

Dornier Maritime Patrol Aircraft, integral 

helicopters and MiG 29K fighter aircraft. 

• The 6th Edition of India–UK Joint Company Level 

Military Training EXERCISE AJEYA WARRIOR 

has commenced at Chaubatia, Uttarakhand. The 

exercise is part of an initiative to develop 

interoperability and sharing expertise with friendly 

foreign nations. Armies would familiarise 

themselves with each other’s weapons, equipment, 

tactics, techniques, etc. 

 

Awards and Recognitions 
 

• The Delhi-based environmental organisation “Legal 

Initiative for Forest and Environment (LIFE)” has 

been felicitated with the 2021 Right Livelihood 

Award, an international honour, also known as 

Sweden’s alternative Nobel Prize. 

• The US India Business Council (USIBC) has 

chosen Shiv Nadar and Mallika Srinivasan as the 

recipient of its 2021 Global Leadership Award. 

Shiv Nadar is the founder and chairman emeritus of 

HCL Technologies Limited. Mallika Srinivasan is 

the chair and managing director, Tractors and Farm 

Equipment Limited (TAFE). 

• The Nobel Prize in Physiology or Medicine 2021 

was awarded jointly to David Julius and Ardem 

Patapoutian “for their discoveries of receptors for 

temperature and touch.” 

• The Royal Swedish Academy of Sciences has 

decided to award the Nobel Prize in Physics 2021. 

Syukuro Manabe, Klaus Hasselmann, Giorgio 

Parisi jointly won the 2021 Nobel Prize in Physics 

for groundbreaking contributions to our 

understanding of complex physical systems.  

• Vice President of India, M. Venkaiah Naidu has 

presented Lokapriya Gopinath Bordoloi Award for 

National Integration and National Contribution. 

This award has been conferred to eminent writer 

Nirode Kumar Barooah, Assam Branch of the 

Kasturba Gandhi National Memorial Trust and 

Shillong Chamber Choir at a special function in 

Guwahati. 

• The Nobel Prize in Chemistry 2021 was awarded 

jointly to Benjamin List and David W.C. 

MacMillan “for the development of asymmetric 

organocatalysis.”  This has had a great impact on 

pharmaceutical research and has made chemistry 

greener. The Royal Swedish Academy of Sciences 

has decided to award the Nobel Prize in Chemistry 

2021. 

• Professor Eric A. Hanushek and Dr Rukmini 

Banerji have been awarded the 2021 Yidan Prize 

for Education Development for improving learning 

outcomes in schools at scale. Yidan Prize is the 

world’s highest education accolade, in recognition 

of their ground-breaking work addressing a crucial 

piece of the education puzzle: improving quality of 

education and outcomes for learners at scale. 

• The Nobel Prize in Literature 2021 was awarded to 

Abdulrazak Gurnah born in Zanzibar and active in 

England, “for his uncompromising and 

compassionate penetration of the effects of 

colonialism and the fate of the refugee in the gulf 

between cultures and continents.” The Nobel Prize 

in literature is awarded by the Swedish Academy, 

Stockholm, Sweden. 

• The Norwegian Nobel Committee has decided to 

award the 2021 Nobel Peace Prize to Maria Ressa 

and Dmitry Muratov “for their efforts to safeguard 

freedom of expression, which is a precondition for 

democracy and lasting peace”. 

• Karnataka Vikas Grameena Bank (KVGB), 

sponsored by Canara Bank, has bagged two 

national awards (‘APY Big Believers’ and 

‘Leadership capital’) for significant enrolment 

under the Atal Pension Yojana (APY) from the 

Pension Fund Regulatory and Development 

Authority (PFRDA).  
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Summit and Conference 
 

• Union Minister of State for Tourism, Ajay Bhatt has 

flagged off the “Buddhist Circuit Train FAM Tour” 

from Safdarjung railway station (part of Delhi 

Suburban Railways). Ministry of Tourism in 

association with the Indian Railway Catering & 

Tourism Corporation (IRCTC) has organized the 

Buddhist Circuit Train FAM Tour as part of the 

Union government’s “Dekho Apna Desh” 

initiative. 

• The International Financial Services Centres 

Authority (IFSCA) has launched the global FinTech 

Hackathon Series ‘I-Sprint’21’. The first Sprint of 

the series is “Sprint01: BankTech”, which focuses on 

FinTechs for the Banking sector. Sprint01: BankTech 

is organised jointly by IFSCA and GIFT city in 

collaboration with NITI Aayog. 
 

Science and Technology News 
 

• World Health Organization (WHO) is 

recommending widespread use of the RTS,S/AS01 

(RTS,S) malaria vaccine among children in sub-

Saharan Africa and in other regions with moderate 

to high P. falciparum malaria transmission. The 

vaccine is developed by British drugmaker 

GlaxoSmithKline (GSK). 

• The Union Minister for Health and Family Welfare, 

Mansukh Mandaviya, launched ‘i-Drone’, a drone-

based vaccine delivery model for Northeast states. 

The i-Drone has been developed by the Indian 

Council of Medical Research (ICMR). i-Drone 

stands for ICMR’s Drone Response and Outreach 

in North East. 

 

Ranks and Reports News 
 

• Union Health Minister Mansukh Mandaviya has 

released UNICEF’s global flagship publication “The 

State of the World’s Children 2021; On My Mind: 

promoting, protecting and caring for children’s 

mental health in New Delhi. The report details the 

significant impact of COVID-19 pandemic on 

children’s mental health. As per the report, around 

14 per cent of 15 to 24-year-olds in India, or 1 in 7 

of them, reported often feeling depressed or having 

little interest in doing things. 

• The Reliance Industries Limited (RIL) Chairman 

Mukesh Ambani has topped the Forbes India Rich 

list for 2021, released. The list ranks India’s 100 

richest Indians. He has retained his position as the 

wealthiest Indian for the 14th consecutive year on 

the Forbes India list, since 2008. 

• On the Occasion of the World Teachers’ Day (5th 

October), the United Nations Educational, 

Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) 

launched its 2021 State of the Education Report 

(SOER) for India: “No Teacher, No Class”. The 

Higher proportion of women teachers: Chandigarh, 

Delhi, Kerala, Punjab, Tamil Nadu. The lower 

proportion of women teachers: Tripura, Assam, 

Rajasthan, Jharkhand, Bihar. 
 

Sports News 
 

• S V Sunil, the veteran forward and star striker of 

India men’s field hockey team and Olympic 

bronze medal-winning Indian hockey star 

defender Birendra Lakra have announced their 

retirement from international hockey.  

• The Indian men’s table tennis team claimed the 

bronze medal in the Asian Table Tennis 

Championships in Doha, Qatar, after losing to 

South Korea 0-3 in the semi-finals. The Indian team 

was assured of a medal after beating Iran 3-1 in the 

quarterfinals. Both the semifinalists secure a bronze. 

• FC Goa beat Mohammedan Sporting to win their 

maiden Durand Cup football title, 1-0, in the final, 

held at Vivekananda Yuba Bharati Krirangan, 

Kolkata. The 2021 Durand Cup was the 130th 

edition of the Durand Cup, the oldest football 

tournament in Asia. The tournament was held from 

September 05 to October 03, 2021, in West Bengal. 

2021 Season awards winners: Golden Glove for the 

best goalkeeper: Naveen Kumar (FC Goa); Golden 

boot for top scorer: Marcus Joseph (Mohammedan); 

Golden ball for the best player: Edu Bedia (Goa). 

• In a historic moment in women’s cricket, Smriti 

Mandhana became the first Indian woman to score 

a Test hundred on Australian soil.  

• World Chess Champion Magnus Carlsen has won 

the inaugural Meltwater Champions Chess Tour, 

to claim the non-fungible token (NFT) trophy and 

$1,00,000 in the finals. 
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• Young Indian shooter, Aishwary Pratap Singh 

Tomar smashed the world record in the final to win 

gold in the men’s 50m rifle 3 positions event at the 

ISSF Junior World Championships in Lima, Peru.  

• Germany has unveiled the logo for soccer’s 2024 

European Championship during a ceremony with 

a light show in the stadium that will hold the final. 

The logo features an outline of the Henri Delaunay 

Cup — the bulbous tournament trophy — set on a 

coloured oval outline that resembles the 

Olympiastadion’s roof. 

• At the 2021 World Wrestling Championships, 

Indian wrestler Anshu Malik created history as she 

became the first Indian women finalist at the World 

Championship, and also the first female player 

from India to claim a silver medal. 

• Mumbai-headquartered Western Naval Command, 

the sword arm of the Indian Navy, has won the 

overall sailing championship hosted by the 3-

dimensional blue-water force.The Western Naval 

Command won the overall championship and 

Kochi-based Southern Naval Command was the 

runners-up. A total of 63 personnel from the 3 naval 

commands (Western, Eastern, Southern) 

participated. 

 

Important Days 
 

• World Day for Farmed Animals (WDFA) is 

observed on October 02, which marks the birth 

anniversary of Mahatma Gandhi. The day is 

organised by the International animals’ welfare 

organization, World Animal Protection along with 

Asia for Animals coalition to show the importance 

and urgency of farm animal welfare. 

• National Wildlife Week is annually celebrated 

across India between 2nd to 8th October with an 

aim to protect and preserve the flora and fauna of 

India. The Wildlife Week 2021 is celebrated from 

2nd October to 8th October. In 2021, we are 

celebrating 67th Wildlife Week. This year National 

Wildlife Week theme 2021: “Forests and 

Livelihoods: Sustaining People and Planet”.  

• The World Space Week (WSW) is observed every 

year from October 4 to 10, to celebrate science and 

technology, and their contribution towards the 

betterment of the human condition. WSW was 

declared by the United Nations General Assembly 

on December 6, 1999. The 2021 theme is “Women 

in Space”! 

• The United Nations designated the first Monday of 

October as World Habitat Day. In 2021, World 

Habitat Day is being celebrated on October 04.  The 

theme for 2021 World Habitat Day is “Accelerating 

urban action for a carbon-free world”. 

• In India, the ‘Ganga River Dolphin Day’ is 

observed every year on October 5, to raise 

awareness and encourage conservation of Ganga 

River Dolphins. It was on this day in 2010, that 

Ganga Dolphins were declared national aquatic 

animals. Then, in 2012, the World Wide Fund for 

Nature (WWF) and the Uttar Pradesh government 

jointly began the dolphin conservation campaign in 

the country. 

• World Teachers’ Day, also known as International 

Teachers Day, is held annually on October 5 since 

1994. The Day aims to focus on appreciating, 

assessing and improving the educators of the world 

and to provide an opportunity to consider issues 

related to teachers and teaching. The Theme for 

2021 International Teachers Day is “Teachers at the 

heart of education recovery”. 

• Every year the Breast Cancer Awareness Month 

(BCAM) is observed in the month of October, from 

01 to 31. The annual international health campaign 

aims to increase awareness of the disease and to 

raise funds for research into its cause, prevention, 

diagnosis, treatment and cure. The pink ribbon is 

an international symbol of breast cancer awareness. 

• World Cotton Day (WCD) is observed globally on 

7th October.  The international day aims to 

celebrate the advantages of cotton, ranging from its 

qualities as a natural fibre to the benefits people 

obtain from its production, transformation, trade 

and consumption.  
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• Indian Air Force Day is celebrated every year by 

the Indian Air Force on the 8th of October. This 

year Indian Air Force celebrated its 89th 

anniversary. Indian Air Force was officially 

established on 8 October 1932 by the British Empire 

as the Royal Indian Air Force. The name was 

changed to Indian Air Force in 1950. 

• World Egg Day is celebrated worldwide on the 

‘Second Friday of October’ month each year since 

1996.   The theme for 2021 World Egg Day is “Eggs 

for all: Nature’s perfect package”. 

• The International Organization of Securities 

Commissions (IOSCO) is preparing to launch its 

fifth annual World Investor Week (WIW) from 4 to 

10 October 2021.  

• World Post Day is celebrated each year on October 

9 globally. The purpose of World Post Day is to 

create awareness of the role of the postal sector in 

people’s and businesses’ everyday lives and its 

contribution to the social and economic 

development of countries. The theme of 2021 World 

Post Day is “Innovate to recover.” 

• Every year, World Migratory Bird Day (WMBD) is 

officially celebrated twice in a year since it started in 

2006. Firstly it is held on the Second Saturday of 

May and again on the Second Saturday of October. 

In 2021, the WMBBD falls on May 08, 2021, and 

October 09, 2021. The theme for 2021 WMBD is 

“Sing, Fly, Soar – Like a Bird!” 

 

Obituaries 
 

• Veteran television actor Ghanashyam Nayak, who 

was famous for his role as Nattu Kaka in the TV 

series Taarak Mehta Ka Ooltah Chashmah has 

passed away due to cancer.  

• Shakti Sinha, former bureaucrat, and academician 

who was private secretary to late prime minister 

Atal Bihari Vajpayee, passed away. Sinha, an IAS 

officer of the 1979 batch, was also former Director of 

Nehru Memorial Museum and Library (NMML). 

• Veteran television actor Arvind Trivedi, who is 

famously known for his iconic role of demon-king 

Raavan in Ramanand Sagar’s TV serial Ramayan, 

has passed away.  
 

Miscellaneous News 
 

• The iconic Indian comic book cartoon character, 

Chacha Chaudhary, whose brain works faster than 

a computer, has been declared as the official 

mascot for the centrally-sponsored 

NamamiGangeProgramme. An outlay of Rs. 2.26 

crore has been dedicated to the project. The comics 

will initially be launched in Hindi, English and 

Bengali languages. 

• Union Home Minister, Amit Shah flagged off All 

India Car Rally ‘Sudarshan Bharat Parikrama’ of 

the National Security Guard (NSG) on October 02, 

2021, as a part of ‘Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav’, to 

celebrate the 75th year of India’s Independence. The 

NSG’s car rally was flagged off from the historic 

Red Fort in Delhi. It will end on October 30, 2021, 

at the Police Memorial in New Delhi. 

• The first consignment of Geographical Indication 

(GI) tagged sweet dish Mihidana, from 

Bardhaman, West Bengal has been exported to the 

Kingdom of Bahrain. This initiative is part of the 

effort to promote indigenous & Geographical 

Identification (GI) tagged products of India 

globally. The product was exported by APEDA 

registered M/S DM Enterprises, Kolkata. 

• A variety of rice widely grown in Wada in the 

Palghar district has been given a ‘Geographical 

Indication’ tag, which will give it a unique identity 

as well as wider markets. Wada Kolam, also known 

as Zini or Jhini rice, is a traditional variety grown 

in the Wada tehsil of Palghar, with the grain being 

off white in colour. 

 

Static Takeaways 
 

• UP Capital: Lucknow; 

• UP Governor: Anandiben Patel; 

• UP Chief minister: Yogi Adityanath. 

• Himachal Pradesh Governor: Rajendra Vishwanath 

Arlekar; 

• Himachal Pradesh CM: Jai Ram Thakur. 

• Maharashtra Governor: Bhagat Singh Koshyari; 

• Maharashtra Capital: Mumbai; 

• Maharashtra CM: Uddhav Thackeray. 

• Chief Minister of Andhra Pradesh: YS Jagan Mohan 

Reddy; Governor: Biswa Bhusan Harichandan. 

• Assam Governor: Jagdish Mukhi; 

• Assam Chief Minister: Himanta Biswa Sarma. 

• President of Tunisia: Kais Saied; Capital of Tunisia: 

Tunis. 

• The currency of Tunisia: Tunisian Dinar. 
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• Ethiopia Capital: Addis Ababa; Currency: Ethiopian 

birr. 

• SBI Chairperson: Dinesh Kumar Khara. 

• SBI Headquarters: Mumbai. 

• SBI Founded: 1 July 1955. 

• RBI 25th Governor: Shaktikant Das; Headquarters: 

Mumbai; Founded: 1 April 1935, Kolkata. 

• Kotak Mahindra Bank Establishment: 2003; 

• Kotak Mahindra Bank Headquarters: Mumbai, 

Maharashtra; 

• Kotak Mahindra Bank MD & CEO: Uday Kotak; 

• Kotak Mahindra Bank Tagline: Let’s Make Money 

Simple. 

• Paytm HQ: Noida, Uttar Pradesh; 

• Paytm Founder & CEO: Vijay Shekhar Sharma; 

• Paytm Founded: 2009. 

• Chief Executive Officer of BharatPe: Ashneer 

Grover; 

• Headoffice of BharatPe: New Delhi; 

• BharatPe Founded: 2018. 

• Crisil Founded: 1987; 

• Crisil Headquarters: Mumbai. 

• LIC Headquarters: Mumbai; 

• LIC Founded: 1 September 1956; 

• LIC Chairman: M R Kumar. 

• Indian Steel Association Headquarters: New Delhi; 

• Indian Steel Association Established: 2014. 

• Paradip Port Trust Headquarters: Paradip, Odisha; 

• Paradip Port Trust Opened: 12 March 1966. 

• Karnataka Vikas Grameena Bank founded: 

September 12, 2005. 

• Karnataka Vikas Grameena Bank Headquarters: 

Dharwad, Karnataka. 

• Karnataka Vikas Grameena Bank Chairman: 

Puttaganti Gopi Krishna. 

• World Trade Organization Headquarters: Geneva, 

Switzerland. 

• World Trade Organization Founded: 1 January 

1995. 

• World Trade Organization Director-General: Ngozi 

Okonjo-Iweala. 

• Chiefs of Air Staff: Air Chief Marshal Vivek Ram 

Chaudhari. 

• IOSCO Headquarters: Madrid, Spain; 

• IOSCO Secretary General: Paul P. Andrews; 

• IOSCO Founded: April 1983. 

• Chief Minister of West Bengal: Mamata Banerjee; 

Governor: Jagdeep Dhankhar. 

• Universal Postal Union Headquarters: Bern, 

Switzerland; 

• Universal Postal Union Director-General; Masahiko 

Metoki; 

• Universal Postal Union Founder: Heinrich von 

Stephan; 

• Universal Postal Union Founded: 9 October 1874. 

• Maharashtra Governor: Bhagat Singh Koshyari; 

• Maharashtra Capital: Mumbai; 

• Maharashtra CM: Uddhav Thackeray. 

• President of the World Health Organisation: Tedros 

Adhanom. 

• Headquarters of WHO: Geneva, Switzerland. 

• WHO founded: 7 April 1948. 

• CM of Chhattisgarh: Bhupesh Baghel; Governor of 

Chhattisgarh: Anusuiya Uikey. 
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