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Weekly One Liners 03rd to 10th of December 2023 
 

Taylor Swift Named Time Magazine’s Person Of The Year 
 

Taylor Swift has been named Time Magazine’s Person of the 

Year for 2023. This recognition comes on the heels of her title 

as the most-played artist on Spotify, underscoring the 

widespread impact of her music and influence. 

As Taylor Swift receives the prestigious title of Time Magazine’s 

Person of the Year for 2023, it serves as a reflection of her 

multifaceted impact on music, culture, and society. Beyond the 

accolades and financial success, Swift’s ability to connect with 

audiences on a global scale showcases the enduring power of 

her artistry. In a world where influence is measured in various 

dimensions, Taylor Swift stands tall as a true person of the year. 
 

Swift’s Achievements in 2023: 

This year has been nothing short of extraordinary for Taylor 

Swift, and the Time Magazine accolade further cements her 

standing as a global icon. Among her notable accomplishments 

are: 

• Eras Tour and Concert Movie: Swift’s Eras Tour captured 

the hearts of fans worldwide, becoming a cultural 

phenomenon. The accompanying concert movie allowed 

even more people to experience the magic of her live 

performances. 

• Reimagined ‘1989’ Album: Swift’s ability to reinvent her 

own work was evident with the release of her reimagined 

‘1989’ album. The project showcased her musical versatility 

and creativity. 

• Relationship with Travis Kelce: Beyond her music, Swift’s 

personal life, especially her relationship with Kansas City 

Chiefs tight end Travis Kelce, remained under the spotlight, 

capturing the interest of fans and the media alike. 

Subject of College Courses: Swift’s impact extends beyond 

entertainment, as she has become the subject of college 

courses. This highlights her cultural significance and influence 

on contemporary society. 
 

 

Time Magazine’s Recognition: 

Swift faced tough competition for the Person of the Year title, 

standing out among a diverse group of finalists that included 

Barbie, King Charles III, and OpenAI chief executive Sam Altman. 

Time Magazine’s selection acknowledges not only Swift’s 

individual achievements but also her cultural resonance and 

influence. 

 

Nirmala Sitharaman Secure Spots on Forbes’ “World’s 100 

Most Powerful Women” of 2023 
 

In the latest release of Forbes’ annual list of “The World’s Most 
Powerful Women,” four notable Indian figures have garnered 

recognition. Union Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman, HCL 

Corporation Chairperson Roshni Nadar Malhotra, Steel 

Authority Of India Chairperson Soma Mondal, and Biocon 

Executive Chairperson Kiran Mazumdar-Shaw have earned 

positions on this prestigious list. 
 

Nirmala Sitharaman: Climbing Rankings in Financial Leadership 

Nirmala Sitharaman, serving as India’s first full-time female 

finance minister, achieves her best ranking yet at number 32, 

marking her fifth consecutive appearance on the list. Forbes 

highlights her groundbreaking role and emphasizes her prior 

experiences at the UK-based Agricultural Engineers Association 

and BBC World Service before entering politics. 
 

Roshni Nadar Malhotra: Chairing HCL and Wildlife Enthusiast 

Ranked 60th, Roshni Nadar Malhotra, who assumed the role of 

HCL’s Chairperson in July 2020, holds an MBA from the Kellogg 

School of Management. Beyond her corporate success, her 

passion for wildlife and conservation is notable, as per her 

official website. She is married to Shikhar Malhotra, and the 

couple has two sons. 
 

Soma Mondal: Record Financial Growth at SAIL 

Soma Mondal, the Chairperson of Steel Authority Of India, 

secures the 70th spot. She made history as the first woman to 

lead SAIL in January 2021. Graduating in electrical engineering, 

Mondal’s leadership is credited with propelling the state-run 

company to record financial growth, tripling profits to 120 

billion rupees in her inaugural year at the helm. 
 

Kiran Mazumdar-Shaw: Biocon Founder and Business Trailblazer 

Founder of the biopharmaceutical firm Biocon in 1978, Kiran 

Mazumdar-Shaw ranks 76th. Also featured among India’s 

richest individuals, she successfully steered Biocon into the 

lucrative US market, according to her Forbes profile. 
 

Global Power Dynamics: Top Positions Held by Politicians 

The top positions on the list are dominated by politicians, with 

Ursula von der Leyen, President of the European Commission, 

claiming the number 1 spot. Following her are European Central 

Bank President Christine Lagarde, US Vice President Kamala 

Harris, and Italian Prime Minister Giorgia Meloni. 
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Diverse Influencers Beyond Politics: Taylor Swift, Beyoncé, 

Rihanna, and More 

The list extends beyond politics, featuring influential figures like 

musician Taylor Swift at number 5, along with fellow musicians 

Beyoncé and Rihanna, media mogul Oprah Winfrey, 

philanthropists Melinda French Gates and MacKenzie Scott, and 

the iconic fashion doll Barbie. 

 

Time Magazine Names Lionel Messi ‘Athlete of the Year’ For 

2023 
 

Argentina’s football icon, Lionel Messi, has been named Time 

magazine’s Athlete of the Year for 2023. This prestigious honor 

comes on the heels of Messi’s historic eighth Ballon d’Or win, 

solidifying his status as one of the greatest footballers of all 

time. Beyond individual accolades, Messi’s impact has 

transcended the football pitch, notably through his 

transformative move to Inter Miami, a Major League Soccer 

(MLS) club in the United States.  
 

Record-Breaking Ballon d’Or Win 

Lionel Messi’s exceptional skills and consistent excellence on 

the field have earned him the Ballon d’Or for an 

unprecedented eighth time. This achievement not only 

cements his personal legacy but also reflects his enduring 

influence on the global football stage. Messi’s ability to 

maintain a high level of performance year after year is a 

testament to his dedication and passion for the sport. 
 

World Cup Triumph with Argentina 

Messi played a pivotal role in Argentina’s triumph at the 2022 

World Cup, securing their first title in 36 years. The Argentine 

captain led his team to victory in a thrilling final against 

defending champions France. Messi’s performance in the 

tournament showcased his leadership and unmatched skill, 

leaving an indelible mark on the history of Argentine football. 
 

Choosing Inter Miami over Other Offers 

Amidst considerable speculation about his next move after 

leaving Paris St Germain, Lionel Messi surprised many by 

choosing to sign with Major League Soccer’s Inter Miami. 

Despite tempting offers from his former club Barcelona and the 

allure of a lucrative deal with Saudi side Al-Hilal, Messi opted 

for a new challenge in the rapidly growing American soccer 

scene. 

 

RBI Monetary Policy Committee (MPC) December 2023 
 

In the latest RBI Monetary Policy Committee meeting, the key 

policy repo rate remains unchanged at 6.5%, reflecting the 

committee’s unanimous decision. This marks the fifth 

consecutive meeting where the MPC opted to maintain the 

status quo on the repo rate, following a 25 bps increase in 

February 2023. 
 

RBI MPC December 2023: GDP Growth and Inflation Projections 

The MPC projects a GDP growth of 7% for the fiscal year 2023-

24. Inflation is anticipated to be at 5.4% for the same period, 
with a detailed breakdown indicating 5.6% for Q3 and 5.2% for 

Q4. Looking ahead to FY25, CPI inflation is projected at 5.2% for 
Q1, 4% for Q2, and 4.7% for Q3. 
 

RBI MPC December 2023: MPC’s Vigilant Stance 

RBI Governor Shaktikanta Das emphasized the MPC’s vigilance, 
stating that 5 out of 6 MPC members voted in favor of 

withdrawing accommodation. The committee stands ready to 
take necessary actions to address emerging economic 

scenarios. 
 

RBI MPC December 2023: Liquidity Measures and UPI Limits 
In response to evolving market dynamics, the RBI has allowed 

the reversal of liquidity facilities under Standing Deposit Facility 
(SDF) and Marginal Standing Facility (MSF) even on weekends 

and holidays. The UPI limit has been raised from Rs 1 lakh to Rs 
5 lakh per transaction for hospitals and educational 

institutions. 
 

RBI MPC December 2023: Enhancements in Digital Transactions 
The RBI has proposed significant enhancements in digital 

transactions, including an increase in the e-mandate limit for 
recurring online transactions from Rs 15,000 to Rs 1 lakh. 

Additionally, the central bank plans to establish a fintech 

repository to better understand the growing fintech ecosystem. 
Fintech firms are encouraged to voluntarily contribute 

information to this repository, which is set to be 
operationalized by the Reserve Bank Innovation Centre in April 

2024 or earlier. 
 

RBI MPC December 2023: Regulatory Framework for Digital 
Lending 

Recognizing the importance of digital lending, the RBI has 
decided to establish a regulatory framework for web 

aggregation of loan products. This move aims to improve 
customer-centricity and transparency in the digital lending 

space. 
 

RBI MPC December 2023: Other Key Highlights 

• Net FPI inflows amount to $24.9 billion as of December 6. 

• The central bank has reduced its balance sheet size to 

21.6% in 2023-24 up to December 1. 

• CPI inflation is projected at 5.4% for the full fiscal year 

2023-24, with Q3 at 5.6% and Q4 at 5.2%. 
 

RBI MPC December 2023: Policy Rates at a Glance 

• Repo Rate: 6.50% 

• Standing Deposit Facility Rate: 6.25% 

• Marginal Standing Facility Rate: 6.75% 

• Bank Rate: 6.75% 

• Fixed Reverse Repo Rate: 3.35% 
 

Statutory Ratios 

• Cash Reserve Ratio (CRR): 4.50% 

• Statutory Liquidity Ratio (SLR): 18% 
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National Affairs 
 

• In a bid to boost Rural Tourism and enhance sustainable 

development, the Ministry of Tourism, Government of 

India, has announced the National Best Tourism Village 

Competition 2024 and the National Best Rural Homestay 

Competition 2024. Building on the success of the previous 

edition in 2023, where 25 villages were recognized for 

their excellence, these competitions aim to strengthen 

rural economies and foster community involvement. This 

initiative is part of the comprehensive National Strategy 

and Roadmap for the Development of Rural Tourism in 

India. (Click here to read the article) 

• India, a notable absentee from the list of signatories at the 

28th UN Climate Change Conference (COP28), refrained 

from endorsing the COP28 Declaration on Climate and 

Health. The primary point of contention arises from India’s 

apprehensions about the practicality and achievability of 

reducing greenhouse gas emissions for cooling within its 

healthcare infrastructure. (Click here to read the article) 

• India has successfully slashed its GDP emission intensity by 

33% between 2005 and 2019, exceeding its target 11 years 

ahead of schedule. A government report, ‘The Third 

National Communication to the United Nations 

Framework Convention on Climate Change,’ outlines the 

nation’s substantial progress in decoupling economic 

growth from greenhouse gas emissions. (Click here to read 

the article) 

• The Indian Railways has initiated a pioneering step 

towards wildlife conservation by deploying the “Gajraj 

system,” an Artificial Intelligence (AI)-based solution 

designed to prevent elephant fatalities on railway tracks. 

This surveillance system is being implemented along a 700-

kilometer stretch in forest areas to alert locomotive pilots 

of elephants’ presence on the tracks, thereby mitigating 

the risk of collisions. (Click here to read the article) 

• India has been re-elected to the International Maritime 

Organization (IMO) Council for the 2024-25 biennium with 

the highest tally. This re-election underscores India’s 

influential role in the international maritime arena and 

reflects the global community’s recognition of the country’s 

contributions to seaborne trade. The Union Minister for 

Ports, Shipping and Waterways, Shri Sarbananda Sonowal, 

expressed gratitude for the international support, 

highlighting the government’s commitment to bolstering 

India’s role in global maritime operations. (Click here to 

read the article) 

• India has unveiled the world’s first portable disaster 

hospital, Aarogya Maitri Cube, a groundbreaking facility in 

Gurugram that can be airlifted and consists of 72 cubes. 

This extraordinary endeavor is a component of Prime 

Minister Narendra Modi’s ambitious “Project BHISHM” 

(Bharat Health Initiative for Sahyog Hita and Maitri), 

unveiled in February 2022. (Click here to read the article) 

• In a bid to address the soaring prices of essential food 

items, the central government is set to launch retail stores 

at major metro stations in Delhi. This initiative aims to 

make kitchen essentials, including onions, pulses, and atta, 

available to metro commuters at subsidized prices. The first 

proposed store will be situated at Central Delhi’s Rajiv 

Chowk metro station, marking the commencement of this 

ambitious project. The establishment and operation of this 

store will be overseen by the National Cooperative 

Consumer Federation of India (NCCF). (Click here to read 

the article) 

• Cyclone Michaung, initially a severe cyclonic storm, made 

landfall on the south coast of Andhra Pradesh, wreaking 

havoc and leaving a trail of destruction.  The storm 

weakened into a depression as it crossed the coast, 

centered in Central Coastal Andhra Pradesh. Currently, it is 

positioned approximately 100 km north-northwest of 

Bapatla and 50 km southeast of Khammam. (Click here to 

read the article) 

• PM Modi emphasized that the restructuring of naval ranks 

is part of a broader initiative to shed colonial military 

legacies. The renaming process is intended to reflect India's 

rich cultural heritage, aligning the naval hierarchy more 

closely with indigenous traditions. (Click here to read the 

article) 

• In a significant tribute to the chief architect of the Indian 

Constitution, Dr. B.R. Ambedkar, a wax statue has been 

unveiled at the Jaipur Wax Museum, Nahargarh Fort. The 

Founder Director of the museum, Anoop Srivastava, shared 

the motivation behind this addition, citing the demand 

from tourists and visitors. The wax statue was inaugurated 

on December 6, coinciding with Mahaparinirvan Day, 

commemorating the passing of Baba Saheb Ambedkar. 

(Click here to read the article) 

• On December 8th, at COP28, UNICEF’s Generation 

Unlimited, in collaboration with India’s Ministry of 

Environment, Forest, and Climate Change, unveiled the 

“Green Rising“ initiative. This groundbreaking initiative, 

carried out through India’s YuWaah campaign, places a 

special emphasis on engaging youth in impactful 

environmental actions at the grassroots level, drawing 

inspiration from the Mission Life movement. (Click here to 

read the article) 

 

States in the News 
 

• The Karnataka government is embarking on a strategic 

journey to elevate the state’s economic landscape, eyeing 

an impressive annual investment of Rs 1.4 trillion, a 

substantial 75% increase from the current levels. The 

overarching goal is to position Karnataka as a premier 

investment destination in Asia, particularly focusing on 

future technology and advanced manufacturing. (Click here 

to read the article) 

http://www.bankersadda.com/
http://www.sscadda.com/
http://www.careerpower.in/
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.adda247.app&hl=en
https://currentaffairs.adda247.com/mot-launches-national-best-tourism-village-and-national-best-rural-homestays-competition-2024/
https://currentaffairs.adda247.com/indias-concerns-lead-to-non-signing-of-cop28-health-climate-declaration/
https://currentaffairs.adda247.com/india-achieves-remarkable-environmental-milestone-emission-intensity-falls-33-ahead-of-schedule/
https://currentaffairs.adda247.com/india-achieves-remarkable-environmental-milestone-emission-intensity-falls-33-ahead-of-schedule/
https://currentaffairs.adda247.com/gajraj-system-ai-based-elephant-protection-on-indian-railways/
https://currentaffairs.adda247.com/india-re-elected-to-international-maritime-organization-with-highest-vote-tally/
https://currentaffairs.adda247.com/india-re-elected-to-international-maritime-organization-with-highest-vote-tally/
https://currentaffairs.adda247.com/worlds-first-portable-hospital-aarogya-maitri-cube-unveiled-in-gurugram/
https://currentaffairs.adda247.com/government-initiative-to-establish-subsidized-staple-food-stores-at-delhi-metro-stations/#:~:text=The%20Indian%20government%20launches%20a,stations%2C%20starting%20with%20Rajiv%20Chowk.&text=In%20a%20bid%20to%20address,major%20metro%20stations%20in%20Delhi.
https://currentaffairs.adda247.com/government-initiative-to-establish-subsidized-staple-food-stores-at-delhi-metro-stations/#:~:text=The%20Indian%20government%20launches%20a,stations%2C%20starting%20with%20Rajiv%20Chowk.&text=In%20a%20bid%20to%20address,major%20metro%20stations%20in%20Delhi.
https://currentaffairs.adda247.com/cyclone-michaung-strikes-andhra-pradesh-transition-from-severe-cyclonic-storm-to-depression/
https://currentaffairs.adda247.com/cyclone-michaung-strikes-andhra-pradesh-transition-from-severe-cyclonic-storm-to-depression/
https://currentaffairs.adda247.com/pm-modi-announces-renaming-of-ranks-in-indian-navy/#:~:text=Redefining%20Naval%20Ranks,more%20closely%20with%20indigenous%20traditions.
https://currentaffairs.adda247.com/pm-modi-announces-renaming-of-ranks-in-indian-navy/#:~:text=Redefining%20Naval%20Ranks,more%20closely%20with%20indigenous%20traditions.
https://currentaffairs.adda247.com/wax-statue-of-baba-ambedkar-installed-in-jaipur-wax-museum/
https://currentaffairs.adda247.com/green-rising-initiative-launched-to-empower-youth-in-meaningful-eco-initiatives/
https://currentaffairs.adda247.com/green-rising-initiative-launched-to-empower-youth-in-meaningful-eco-initiatives/
https://currentaffairs.adda247.com/karnatakas-ambitious-plan-for-economic-growth-targeting-rs-1-4-trillion-annual-investments/
https://currentaffairs.adda247.com/karnatakas-ambitious-plan-for-economic-growth-targeting-rs-1-4-trillion-annual-investments/


Weekly One Liners 03rd to 10th of December 2023 

4 www.bankersadda.com      |      www.sscadda.com       |       www.careerpower.in       |     Adda247 App 

 

• Union Home Minister and Minister of Cooperation, Shri 

Amit Shah, recently addressed the Khadi Mati Kala 

Mahotsav in Ahmedabad, Gujarat, emphasizing the 

multidimensional and multi-purpose aspects of the Khadi 

movement. The event witnessed the presence of 

distinguished guests, including Union Minister Shri Narayan 

Rane and Shri Bhanupratap Singh Verma. (Click here to 

read the article) 

• The FITEXPO INDIA 2023, one of Asia’s premier sports, 

fitness, and wellness trade expos, commenced on 

December 1 at the Biswa Bangla Mela Prangan in Kolkata. 

The grand inauguration ceremony was attended by notable 

dignitaries, including the Guest-of-Honour, Shri Radhe 

Shyam Goenka, Chairman, Emami, and prominent figures 

from the fitness, sports, and wellness industry. (Click here 

to read the article) 

• On December 4, 2023, Prime Minister Narendra Modi 

marked a historic moment by unveiling the statue of 

Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj at Rajkot Fort in 

Maharashtra’s Sindhudurg district. This gesture not only 

pays tribute to the legendary Maratha warrior king but also 

emphasizes the importance of preserving and celebrating 

India’s rich maritime heritage. (Click here to read the 

article) 

• The actions undertaken by the Bihar government in the 

field of afforestation, particularly through the Jal-Jeevan-

Hariyali Abhiyan (Rural Development Department), 

received praise from the international community at the 

ongoing United Nations Climate Change Conference of the 

Parties (COP-28) in Dubai. (Click here to read the article) 

• The Uttarakhand government is set to host the Global 

Investors Summit in Dehradun from December 8-9, 

focusing on showcasing over 15 investor-friendly policies. 

The summit aims to highlight good governance measures, a 

supportive regulatory framework, and sustainable practices 

to attract potential investors. (Click here to read the 

article) 
 

 

• Lalduhoma, the Zoram People’s Movement (ZPM) leader 

and legislature party leader, is poised to be sworn in as the 

new Chief Minister of Mizoram on December 8. A Raj 

Bhavan official confirmed that Lalduhoma, along with other 

members of his council of ministers, will take the oath of 

office at 11 am in a ceremony at the Raj Bhavan. (Click here 

to read the article) 

• Meghalaya’s Lakadong turmeric, known for its exceptional 

quality, has been granted the prestigious Geographical 

Indication (GI) tag. Agriculture Minister Ampareen Lyngdoh 

made the announcement, highlighting the positive impact 

on local farmers and authentic product access for 

consumers. Alongside Lakadong turmeric, three more 

products from Meghalaya were honored with the GI tag: 

Garo Dakmanda (traditional dress), Larnai pottery, and 

Garo Chubitchi (alcoholic beverage). (Click here to read the 

article) 

• The 5th Nagaland Honey Bee Day was celebrated with 

great enthusiasm at Naga Heritage Village, Kisama, under 

the theme “Bee & Honey Trials.” The event witnessed the 

presence of Deputy Chief Minister, Planning & 

Transformation and National Highway, T.R. Zeliang, who 

congratulated the mission and the accomplished Honey 

Bee farmers at both the State and District levels. (Click here 

to read the article) 

 

International Affairs 
 

• Recent reports highlight Ohio as the first U.S. state to 

experience a surge in cases of a pneumonia-like illness 

dubbed ‘white lung syndrome.’ The outbreak, primarily 

affecting children, has led to a significant number of 

hospitalizations, causing concern among health officials. 

Global attention is drawn to the situation as the World 

Health Organization (WHO) monitors rising respiratory 

infections in Chinese children, with other countries like 

India also remaining vigilant. (Click here to read the article) 

• Indian refiners, including Reliance Industries, have 

reinitiated the import of Venezuelan crude oil through 

intermediaries. The move comes in the wake of the 

temporary lifting of U.S. sanctions on Venezuela, opening 

avenues for direct deals between Indian companies and 

Venezuela’s state-owned oil firm, PDVSA. (Click here to 

read the article) 

• The President of the World Bank, Ajay Banga, has outlined 

a strategic initiative aimed at scaling up climate financing 

through securitization. This innovative approach, led by the 

Private Sector Investment Lab (PSIL), focuses on creating a 

model of “originate-to-distribute” to attract substantial 

investments from deep-pocketed investors for climate-

related projects. (Click here to read the article) 
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• Kenyan President William Samoei Ruto recently embarked 

on a three-day state visit to India, emphasizing the 

enduring friendship between the two nations dating back 

to 1948.  The visit aims to consolidate diplomatic ties and 

explore opportunities for collaboration in various sectors. 

During a joint press meet with Prime Minister Modi, it was 

announced that India would provide a line of credit of USD 

250 million to Kenya for modernizing its agricultural sector. 

Both leaders expressed commitment to exploring new 

opportunities for economic cooperation, with Prime 

Minister Modi noting India's role as a trusted development 

partner for Kenya. (Click here to read the article) 

• Italy has officially withdrawn from China’s ambitious Belt 

and Road Initiative (BRI) marking a significant departure 

from its previous stance as the only G7 nation to 

participate. This move comes more than four years after 

Italy initially joined the initiative in 2019 under the 

government of then Prime Minister Giuseppe Conte. The 

decision was long-anticipated and signals a strategic shift in 

Italy’s approach to its relationship with China and the 

broader global geopolitical landscape. (Click here to read 

the article) 

• Indonesia’s Mount Marapi, located in West Sumatra, 

recently erupted, leading to a tragic incident resulting in 

the loss of lives and the disappearance of several climbers. 

The eruption occurred on December 3, 2023, catching 

many by surprise as authorities scrambled to evacuate 

those in the vicinity. (Click here to read the article) 

• Often referred to as the Jewish Christmas, Hanukkah or 

Chanukah is a festival celebrated for eight days, usually in 

the month of December. It is also known as the “festival of 

lights.” This year, Hanukkah festivities are taking place 

from December 7 to December 15. (Click here to read the 

article) 

 

Agreements/MoUs Signed 
 

• Sri Lanka, in the throes of a severe economic crisis, has 

taken a significant step towards resolving its debt issues. 

An “agreement in principle” has been reached with India 

and the Paris Club group of creditors, including Japan. This 

development is crucial for Sri Lanka as it paves the way for 

accessing the next tranche of the International Monetary 

Fund’s (IMF) nearly $3 billion recovery package. (Click here 

to read the article) 

• ACKO General Insurance and PhonePe have joined forces 

to revolutionize the landscape of insurance accessibility in 

India. This strategic collaboration aims to provide users 

with a comprehensive range of car and bike insurance 

products directly through the PhonePe platform. Beyond 

just convenience, the partnership reflects the shared 

commitment of both companies to democratize insurance, 

making it a readily available financial option for millions of 

PhonePe users. (Click here to read the article) 

• In a significant move towards digital advancement, Union 

Bank of India has joined forces with Accenture, a global 

professional services company. The collaboration is poised 

to bring about a transformative journey through the 

implementation of advanced analytics and cutting-edge 

technologies. (Click here to read the article) 

 

Books and Authors 
 

• In a significant stride towards recognizing Prime Minister 

Narendra Modi’s contributions to disaster management in 

India, a compelling book titled ‘RESILIENT INDIA: How 

Modi Transformed India’s Disaster Management 

Paradigm’s was officially released in Dehradun. The 

unveiling ceremony took place during the sixth World 

Congress on Disaster Management and was graced by 

Uttarakhand Chief Minister Pushkar Singh Dhami. (Click 

here to read the article) 

• Bollywood actor Huma Qureshi has ventured into a new 

realm as an author, marking her debut with the fantasy 

fiction novel titled ‘Zeba: An Accidental Superhero.’ The 

book was officially launched during the 12th edition of the 

Bangalore Literature Festival (BLF), adding a new chapter to 

Huma Qureshi’s creative journey. (Click here to read the 

article) 

 

Banking/Economy/Business News 
 

• In a significant development in the realm of banking 

security, iVIS, a subsidiary of Magellanic Cloud, has 

officially partnered with ICICI Bank to enhance the 

distribution of cutting-edge e-surveillance services across 

the bank’s branches. This strategic alliance leverages state-

of-the-art AI/ML and IoT Technology to offer services such 

as real-time video monitoring, facial recognition, incident 

detection, reporting and data analytics. (Click here to read 

the article) 

• Indian IT services giant Infosys has recently announced a 

strategic partnership with energy company Shell to drive 

the adoption of immersion cooling services in data centers. 

This collaboration aims to harness the strengths of both 

organizations in digital and energy domains, supported by a 

network of partners, to create an integrated solution for 

environmentally friendly data centers. (Click here to read 

the article) 

• Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) into India witnessed a 

substantial contraction from the Cayman Islands and 

Cyprus during April-September in the current fiscal year, 

contributing to an overall decline of 24% in FDI inflows. 

(Click here to read the article) 
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• Since April 2020, India has attracted FDI proposals totaling 

₹1 lakh crore from countries sharing its land borders, 

including China, Bangladesh, Pakistan, Bhutan, Nepal, 

Myanmar, and Afghanistan. A crucial development came 

in April 2020 when the government mandated prior 

approval for such investments to safeguard domestic firms 

amid the COVID-19 pandemic. (Click here to read the 

article) 

• In November, India’s manufacturing Purchasing Managers 

Index (PMI) exhibited a positive trajectory, reaching 56, a 

slight uptick from October’s 55.5. While still below the 

September figure of 57.5, this rise indicates a rebound from 

the slowest rate of expansion recorded in October since 

February. The PMI, a key economic indicator, maintains the 

50-mark threshold, distinguishing between expansion and 

contraction. (Click here to read the article) 

• Life Insurance Corporation of India (LIC), a leading 

insurance and investment corporation in India, has 

announced a significant update in its governance structure. 

As per the Life Insurance Corporation of India 

(Shareholders’ Director) Regulations, 2023, notified in the 

Gazette of India on December 1, 2023, LIC has outlined a 

new framework for the addition of a shareholder’s director 

to its board. (Click here to read the article) 

• Bajaj Group achieved a significant milestone by surpassing 

Rs.10 lakh crore in market capitalization, making it the 

fifth business houses to attain this feat. This elite club 

already includes prominent names like Tata, Reliance 

Industries, HDFC Bank and the Adani Group. Let’s delve 

into the key factors contributing to this remarkable 

achievement and the individual companies that played a 

pivotal role. (Click here to read the article) 

• Bharti Airtel, one of India’s leading telecommunications 

companies, achieved a significant milestone by becoming 

the 8th company to surpass Rs.6 lakh crore on December 

4. This surge was attributed to the positive market 

sentiment following the Bharatiya Janata Party’s 

resounding victory in state elections. The company’s stock 

witnessed a 2% increase during Monday’s trade, 

contributing to a year-to-date gain of 28%. (Click here to 

read the article) 

• Ujjivan Small Finance Bank (Ujjivan SFB) has recently 

unveiled a strategic partnership with Water.org, a 

renowned global non-profit organization dedicated to 

providing access to safe water and sanitation through 

affordable financing solutions. This collaboration holds 

significant promise for addressing the pressing issue of 

water and sanitation in India, which boasts the world’s 

highest population. (Click here to read the article) 

• The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) made a significant move on 

Monday by canceling the license of Kolhapur-based 

(Maharashtra) Shankarrao Pujari Nutan Nagari Sahakari 

Bank Limited, Ichalkaranji. The apex bank instructed the 

bank to cease all banking operations, effective from the 

close of business on December 4, 2023. (Click here to read 

the article) 

• GST collection surpassed the Rs 1.50 lakh crore mark every 

month in the current fiscal year. April 2023 recorded a 

historic high, reaching Rs 1.87 lakh crore in GST collection. 

The average gross monthly GST mop-up for FY 2023-24 

stands at Rs 1.66 lakh crore, reflecting an 11% YoY increase 

from the previous fiscal year. Monthly average GST 

collection for 2022-23 showed a substantial growth of 30%, 

following a 22% YoY increase in 2021-22. In 2020-21, the 

average monthly GST collection was Rs 94,734 crore. (Click 

here to read the article) 

• India's GDP data for July-September has showcased the 

construction sector's stellar performance, growing by an 

impressive 13.3% year-on-year. This surge, the best in five 

quarters, has propelled India's overall economic expansion 

to a forecast-beating 7.6%, positioning it as one of the 

fastest-growing major economies globally. (Click here to 

read the article) 

• Himachal Pradesh stands out with the highest overall 

unemployment rate at 33.9%, making it the state with the 

most significant joblessness challenge in the 15-29 age 

group in urban areas during the specified quarter. 

Rajasthan closely follows with a rate of 30.2%. The overall 

unemployment rate in the 15-29 age group in urban areas 

across the country is 17.3%, with females experiencing a 

higher rate of 22.9% compared to males at 15.5%. This data 

provides a snapshot of the employment landscape, 

highlighting the challenges faced by the youth in various 

states. (Click here to read the article) 

• China's National Financial Regulatory Administration, led 

by Li Yunze, is introducing a groundbreaking approach to 

tackle financial risks at the provincial level.  This move 

comes in the wake of concerns about the country's 

economic struggles, exacerbated by the lingering effects of 

restrictive Covid Zero policies and a persistent property 

crisis. (Click here to read the article) 

• The Services Purchasing Managers' Index (PMI) in India 

revealed a decline to 56.9 in November, marking a one-

year low compared to October's 58.4. However, the sector 

maintained its expansion streak for the 28th consecutive 

month, remaining above the crucial 50-point threshold that 

separates expansion from contraction. (Click here to read 

the article) 
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• India's stock market achieved a significant milestone, 

surpassing a market value of over $4 trillion. This 

development highlights the rapid growth of the world's 

fifth-largest equity market, closing the gap with a struggling 

Hong Kong.  In less than three years, the market 

capitalization of companies listed on India's exchanges has 

surged by $1 trillion. (Click here to read the article) 

• The World Bank and research agency BMI, a unit of Fitch 

Solutions, have jointly forecasted a 6.5% decline in global 

grain prices in 2024. However, rice is expected to be an 

exception due to India’s export restrictions and concerns 

related to El Nino. (Click here to read the article) 

• India’s economy is poised for a strong rebound, with the 

Confederation of Indian Industry (CII) projecting a growth 

of 6.8% in the current fiscal year (FY24) and an 

acceleration to 7% in the subsequent fiscal year (FY25). CII 

attributes this optimistic outlook to the government’s 

unwavering commitment to infrastructure development 

and the facilitation of ease of doing business. (Click here to 

read the article) 

• As of October 31, 2023, a total expenditure of Rs 4.10 lakh 

crore has been incurred under Bharatmala Pariyojana 

Phase I (BPP-I), according to Union Road Transport and 

Highways Minister Nitin Gadkari. The minister addressed 

concerns raised by the Comptroller and Auditor General 

(CAG) regarding the increase in the cost of Phase I of the 

project. (Click here to read the article) 

• Crude oil futures faced a downward trend on Wednesday 

morning, with February Brent oil futures reaching $77.23, 

a marginal increase of 0.04 per cent. Simultaneously, 

January crude oil futures on WTI (West Texas 

Intermediate) experienced a dip, settling at $72.31, down 

by 0.01 per cent. This decline comes amid various global 

factors impacting the oil market. (Click here to read the 

article) 

• ACKO General Insurance and PhonePe have joined forces 

to revolutionize the landscape of insurance accessibility in 

India. This strategic collaboration aims to provide users 

with a comprehensive range of car and bike insurance 

products directly through the PhonePe platform. Beyond 

just convenience, the partnership reflects the shared 

commitment of both companies to democratize insurance, 

making it a readily available financial option for millions of 

PhonePe users. (Click here to read the article) 

• In a significant move towards sustainability, Indian Oil 

Corp. Ltd (IndianOil) and EKI Energy Services have joined 

forces to promote “Surya Nutan,” an innovative indoor 

solar cooking system developed by IndianOil. This 

collaboration aims to leverage carbon finance and other 

sustainable means to enhance the production, distribution 

and adoption of this eco-friendly cooking solution. (Click 

here to read the article) 

• The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has taken a significant step 

by cancelling the license of Urban Co-operative Bank (UCB) 

located in Sitapur, Uttar Pradesh. This decision comes into 

effect from the close of business on December 07, 2023, 

marking a crucial development in the banking sector. (Click 

here to read the article) 

• In a strategic move to stabilize pulse prices, the Indian 

government, through the Directorate-General of Foreign 

Trade (DGFT), has lifted restrictions on the import of yellow 

peas. The move allows duty-free shipments of yellow peas 

until March 31, 2024, aiming to enhance the supply of 

pulses in the market. (Click here to read the article) 

• India’s foreign exchange reserves have witnessed a notable 

upswing, reaching $604 billion as of December 1, marking 

a significant milestone after a four-month hiatus. The last 

instance of the reserves crossing the $600 billion threshold 

was recorded on August 11 earlier this year. (Click here to 

read the article) 

• In a strategic move targeting the dynamic preferences of 

Millennials and Gen Zs, IDFC FIRST Bank has introduced the 

“FIRST SWYP” credit card, a youth-centric offering 

designed to cater to the unique demands of the new-age 

customer. (Click here to read the article) 

• The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) took a significant step on 

Friday by announcing an increase in the UPI payment limits 

from Rs 1 lakh to Rs 5 lakh. This decision is expected to 

reshape the dynamics of financial transactions, particularly 

in the domains of healthcare and education. RBI Governor 

Shaktikanta Das, during the Monetary Policy Committee 

(MPC) announcement, highlighted the rationale behind the 

move and its potential impact on consumers. (Click here to 

read the article) 

 

Appointments/Resignations 
 

• Kanchan Devi, 1991-batch Indian Forest Service Officer 

from the Madhya Pradesh cadre, has been appointed as 

the Director General (DG) of the Indian Council of Forestry 

Research Education (ICFRE). This marks a historic 

milestone, with Kanchan becoming the first woman officer 

to ascend to this esteemed position within the premier 

council operating under the Union Ministry of 

Environment, Forest, and Climate Change. (Click here to 

read the article) 

• Madagascar’s Constitutional Court has recently confirmed 

the re-election of President Andry Rajoelina from the 

Young Malagasies Determined political party, marking his 

third term in office. The court declared Rajoelina the 

winner with 59% of the votes cast. (Click here to read the 

article) 
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• Dr. Akshata Krishnamurthy has made this incredible 

achievement in space exploration. With a special degree 

from MIT (Massachusetts Institute of Technology), her 

journey is a great example of not giving up on your dreams. 

Her work at NASA, especially with the Perseverance rover, 

is like a guide for other people who love space. (Click here 

to read the article) 

• In a historic development, Captain Geetika Koul, a woman 

army doctor, has been deployed at Siachen, the world’s 

highest battlefield, marking a significant stride towards 

gender inclusivity in India’s armed forces. This follows the 

deployment of Captain Shiva Chouhan, from the Corps of 

Engineers, at the same location almost a year ago. (Click 

here to read the article) 

• The U.K. government has selected Samir Shah to serve as 

the new chair of the British Broadcasting Corporation 

(BBC). A 71-year-old media executive, Shah was born in 

Aurangabad and immigrated to the U.K. in 1960. With over 

four decades of experience in the media industry, Shah 

has held various positions, including a stint as a non-

executive director at the BBC. (Click here to read the 

article) 

• In a recent development, Max Life Insurance, a prominent 

player in the insurance sector and a material subsidiary of 

Max Financial Services, witnessed a significant leadership 

change. The outgoing Chairman, Analjit Singh, stepped 

down from the Chairmanship and membership of the 

Board of Directors. The Board, in response, approved the 

appointment of Rajiv Anand as the new Chairman, marking 

a pivotal moment in the company’s leadership. (Click here 

to read the article) 

• Swiggy, a prominent player in the online food ordering and 

delivery space, has made a strategic move by appointing 

Anand Kripalu as the Chairperson and Independent 

Director of its Board. (Click here to read the article) 
 

 

Defence News 
 

• In a significant achievement for India’s maritime 

capabilities, the Garden Reach Shipbuilders and Engineers 

(GRSE) Ltd delivered the largest-ever survey vessel built in 

the country, INS Sandhayak, to the Indian Navy. The 110-

meter-long vessel is the first in a series of four survey ships 

being constructed by GRSE for the navy, marking a crucial 

milestone in the indigenous shipbuilding industry. (Click 

here to read the article) 

• The Ministry of Defence (MoD) has recently signed a 

significant contract worth ₹588.68 crore with 

Telecommunications Consultants India Limited (TCIL) for 

the implementation of the “Digital Coast Guard (DCG)” 

project. This initiative is a crucial step towards bolstering 

the Indian Coast Guard’s technological capabilities. (Click 

here to read the article) 

 

Awards and Recognitions 
 

• The International Day of Persons with Disabilities 

witnessed a grand ceremony in New Delhi as President 

Droupadi Murmu bestowed the National Awards for the 

Empowerment of Divyangjan 2023 upon 21 individuals 

and 9 institutions. Recognizing exemplary contributions 

across various fields, the awards underscored the 

government’s commitment to prioritizing the 

empowerment of Divyangjan, constituting 15% of the 

global population. (Click here to read the article) 

• In a celebration of athletic excellence, Olympian M. 

Sreeshankar has been honored with the prestigious 35th 

Jimmy George Foundation Award for emerging as the best 

sportsperson of Kerala. This recognition comes as a 

testament to Sreeshankar’s outstanding achievements, 

including securing the long jump silver medal in both the 

Commonwealth Games and Asian Games. (Click here to 

read the article) 

• In a historic moment on August 23, India’s Chandrayaan-3 

achieved remarkable lunar landing, making India the first 

country to reach the Lunar South Pole. The successful 

mission, a testament to India’s scientific prowess, has 

solidified its status as a space superpower. Notably, this 

achievement did not only resonate in the scientific 

community but also garnered recognition in the business 

world. The Indian Space Research Organization (ISRO) and 

the Chandrayaan-3 team were recently honored with the 

“Outstanding Contribution to Brand India” award at the 

19th India Business Leader Awards (IBLA), held in Mumbai 

on December 2. (Click here to read the article) 
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• Indian para archer Sheetal Devi emerged victorious at the 

fourth edition of the Asian Awards in Riyadh securing the 

prestigious title of Best Youth Athlete. The Asian Awards, 

organized by the Asian Paralympic Committee, is a 

ceremony dedicated to honoring outstanding 

achievements of Asian para athletes and officials. (Click 

here to read the article) 

• In a momentous occasion at the Red Sea International Film 

Festival, Bollywood actor Ranveer Singh was honored for 

his significant contributions to cinema. The prestigious 

accolade was presented to him by the iconic Hollywood 

actress Sharon Stone, adding a touch of glamour to the 

event attended by luminaries like Johnny Depp. As the 

festival unfolds until December 9, it promises to be a 

captivating cinematic experience, blending cultures and 

stories on the shores of the Red Sea. (Click here to read the 

article) 

• Singapore recently bestowed its prestigious Cultural 

Medallion upon three distinguished individuals, recognizing 

their artistic excellence and significant contributions to the 

nation’s rich arts and culture. Among them, Meira Chand, 

an eighty-one-year-old Indian-origin writer, shares this 

esteemed accolade with novelist Suchen Christine Lim and 

Malay dance veteran Osman Abdul Hamid. (Click here to 

read the article) 

• The 4th edition of the ASEAN India Grassroots Innovation 

Forum (AIGIF), hosted by Malaysia’s Ministry of Science, 

Technology and Innovation (MOSTI), concluded on 

November 30, 2023. The event celebrated grassroots and 

student innovators from India and across the ASEAN 

Member States (AMS). Among the notable winners were 

Dr. Dipak Bharali, Mr. Sunil Shinde and Ms. Aanchal 

Aggrawal from India. (Click here to read the article) 

• Amidst the global efforts to combat climate change, two 

remarkable individuals, Michelle Zárate Palomec from 

Mexico and Sebastian Mwaura from Kenya, are set to be 

honored as winners of the UN Global Climate Action 

Awards. Their outstanding contributions, aimed at creating 

sustainable, resilient, and equitable communities, will be 

celebrated during the upcoming UN Climate Change 

Conference COP28 in Dubai. (Click here to read the article) 

• In a ceremony organized by the Department of 

Empowerment of Persons with Disabilities, Prashant 

Agrawal, the President of Narayan Seva Sansthan, was 

honored with the prestigious National Award for ‘Best 

Personality- Empowerment of Differently-abled.’ The 

award was presented by President Draupadi Murmu at 

Vigyan Bhavan, New Delhi. The event highlighted Agrawal’s 

commitment to the cause of disability empowerment. 

(Click here to read the article) 
 

Summits and Conferences News 
 

• Prime Minister Narendra Modi is set to address the second 

edition of the Infinity Forum, a premier Financial 

Technology event scheduled for December 9, 2023. The 

event, hosted by the International Financial Services 

Centres Authority (IFSCA) and GIFT City, is under the 

auspices of the Government of India. Building on the 

success of its inaugural edition in December 2021, the 

Infinity Forum 2.0 promises to be a global thought 

leadership platform focusing on financial services. (Click 

here to read the article) 

• In a significant development within the Indian Navy, a 

major reshuffle is set to take place at the top echelons of 

the force, with Vice Admiral Dinesh Tripathi slated to 

assume the position of Vice Chief of Naval Staff on January 

4. This transition marks a crucial moment for the Navy, as 

Vice Admiral Tripathi steps into a role responsibility for 

overseeing the modernization efforts of the force. (Click 

here to read the article) 

• In a momentous achievement, Federal Bank, a prominent 

financial institution, has been awarded the prestigious title 

of “Bank of the Year (India)” by The Banker, a renowned 

publication under the Financial Times umbrella. This 

accolade, one of the few global awards recognizing banks 

on a worldwide scale, reflects Federal Bank’s exceptional 

commitment to innovation, customer-centric services, and 

its outstanding contributions to the banking industry in the 

past year. (Click here to read the article) 

• Currently serving as the incoming Support Chair of GPAI, 

India is set to take on the Lead Chair position for GPAI in 

2024. To showcase its commitment to the advancement of 

AI, India is hosting the Annual GPAI Summit from 

December 12 – 14, 2023. The event is anticipated to be 

inaugurated by the Hon’ble Prime Minister on December 

12, 2023. (Click here to read the article) 

 

Ranks and Reports 
 

• In a testament to their commitment to social causes, three 

prominent Indian business leaders – Nandan Nilekani, KP 

Singh and Nikhil Kamath, have earned a coveted spot on 

the 17th edition of Forbes Asia’s Heroes of Philanthropy 

list. Released recently, this unranked compilation 

recognizes individuals who leverage their fortunes and 

personal resources to contribute significantly to various 

charitable causes. (Click here to read the article) 

• In the recent Periodic Labour Force Survey (PLFS) 

conducted by the National Sample Survey Office (NSSO), 

concerning data has emerged regarding unemployment 

rates in the age group of 15 to 29 years in urban areas 

during the July-September quarter of 2023. The study 
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covered 22 states, revealing notable variations in 

joblessness across regions. Himachal Pradesh stands out 

with the highest overall unemployment rate at 33.9%, 

making it the state with the most significant joblessness 

challenge in the 15-29 age group in urban areas during the 

specified quarter. Rajasthan closely follows with a rate of 

30.2%. (Click here to read the article) 

• In a recent report by S&P Global Market Intelligence, the 

Life Insurance Corporation of India (LIC) has secured its 

position as the world’s fourth-largest insurer. The ranking 

is based on the life and accident & health reserves of 

companies for the year 2022. (Click here to read the 

article) 

• Lahore, the second-largest city in Pakistan, is grappling with 

a severe smog crisis that poses significant threats to the 

health and well-being of its residents. According to IQAir, 

an organization that monitors global air quality, Lahore 

recently earned the dubious distinction of having the worst 

air quality in the world, with a hazardous Air Quality Index 

(AQI) of 400 in the morning. This alarming revelation 

underscores the urgent need to address the underlying 

causes of the city’s deteriorating air quality. (Click here to 

read the article) 

 

Sports News 
 

• Vaishali Rameshbabu, a 22-year-old chess player from 

India, has recently earned the title of Grandmaster at the IV 

El Llobregat Open in Spain. This achievement makes her 

only the third woman from India to become a 

Grandmaster, following in the footsteps of Koneru Humpy 

and Harika Dronavalli. Her victory over Turkish FM Tamer 

Tarik Selbes was pivotal in crossing the 2500 FIDE rating 

threshold required for the Grandmaster title. (Click here to 

read the article) 

• In a rare doping case within Indian football, Kerala 

footballer M Viknesh’s appeal against a two-year ban has 

been turned down by the National Anti-Doping Agency 

(NADA) appeal panel. This decision stems from Viknesh’s 

failed dope test during the National Games in Gujarat, 

where his sample revealed the presence of the banned 

substance ‘Terbutaline,’ commonly found in cough syrups. 

(Click here to read the article) 

• The International cricket scene is abuzz with excitement as 

the ICC T20 World Cup undergoes a dynamic makeover 

with the launch of its new brand identity on December 7. 

The transformation aims to encapsulate the inherent 

drama, fast-paced action and high-octane moments that 

define T20 cricket – a format celebrated for its relentless 

energy. (Click here to read the article) 
 

Schemes and Committees News 
 

• In a significant move towards transparency and 

accountability, the Union Housing and Urban Affairs 

Ministry has mandated the display of the Pradhan Mantri 

Awas Yojana – Urban (PMAY-U) logo and beneficiary 

details on all houses constructed under the scheme. The 

directive applies to all States and Union Territories, aiming 

to streamline the implementation of the flagship mission of 

the Government of India. (Click here to read the article) 

• The Union Cabinet, led by Prime Minister Narendra Modi, 

has sanctioned an additional Rs 2,500 crore for the Interest 

Equalisation Scheme. The scheme is extended until June 

30, 2024, aiming to support exporters from specific sectors 

and all MSME manufacturer exporters. (Click here to read 

the article) 

• Union Minister G. Kishan Reddy, responsible for culture, 

tourism, and the development of the North Eastern Region, 

announced a groundbreaking project in the Rajya Sabha on 

Thursday. The initiative, titled “Mera Gaon, Meri 

Dharohar” (MGMD), is set to spotlight the cultural richness 

embedded in villages across the nation. (Click here to read 

the article) 

 

Science and Technology News 
 

• The Indian Space Research Organization (ISRO) has recently 

announced its ambitious plan to launch the country’s first 

X-Ray Polarimeter Satellite (XPoSat). This groundbreaking 

mission aims to delve into the polarization of intense X-Ray 

sources, introducing a novel dimension to X-Ray 

astronomy. With a focus on simultaneous studies of 

temporal, spectral and polarization features, XoPoSat is 

poised to make significant contributions to our 

understanding of cosmic X-Ray sources. (Click here to read 

the article) 
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• In a historic moment for the field of nuclear fusion 

research, the JT-60SA, the world’s largest and most 

advanced experimental nuclear fusion reactor, has 
officially commenced operations in Japan’s Ibaraki 

Prefecture. Developed as a collaborative effort between 
the European Union and Japan, the JT-60SA represents a 

significant step forward in harnessing the potential of 

nuclear fusion as a clean and sustainable energy source. 
(Click here to read the article) 

• Google parent company Alphabet made a significant 

announcement on December 6, unveiling Gemini, its latest 
and most advanced AI model to date. In a bid to outpace 

competitors like OpenAI’s GPT-4 and Meta’s Llama 2, 
Gemini represents a major leap forward for the tech giant 

in the rapidly evolving field of artificial intelligence. (Click 
here to read the article) 

• In a significant development within the artificial 

intelligence (AI) community, Meta and IBM have joined 
forces to establish the AI Alliance. This aims to promote an 

“open-science” approach to AI development, setting them 
apart from competitors such as Google, Microsoft and 

Open AI. The crux of the debate revolves around whether 
AI technology should be developed in a manner that is 

widely accessible for kept proprietary, raising questions 

about safety, profit distribution and regulatory influence. 
(Click here to read the article) 

• IBM has recently unveiled its latest quantum computing 
milestone with the introduction of Condor, a quantum 

processor boasting an impressive 1,121 qubits. This marks 

a significant advancement in IBM’s quantum roadmap, 
showcasing a quantum machine with over 1,000 qubits for 

the first time. However, the company is now shifting its 
focus from sheer qubit quantity to prioritizing error 

resistance in its quantum machines. (Click here to read the 
article) 

 

Important Days News 
 

• World Computer Literacy Day 2023, observed annually on 

December 2, holds significant importance in promoting 
computer and technologically empowerment. Instituted by 

the National Institute of Information Technology (N.I.I.T.) 
in 2001, this day commemorates the company’s 20th 

anniversary and strives to enhance computer literacy, 
especially among women and children. (Click here to read 

the article) 

• National Pollution Control Day 2023, observed on 

December 2, commemorates the tragic Bhopal Gas incident 

in 1984. This day serves as a vital reminder of the 
catastrophic consequences of pollution and aims to raise 

awareness about the urgent need for pollution control. In 
2023, the theme is “Sustainable Development for a Clean 

and Healthy Planet,” highlighting the interconnectedness 

of environmental protection and sustainable growth. (Click 
here to read the article) 

• Indian Navy Day, observed annually on December 4, is a 

significant day in India, honoring the bravery, dedication, 

and achievements of the Indian Naval forces. This day 

holds great importance as it commemorates the strategic 

and victorious Operation Trident during the Indo-Pakistan 

War in 1971. The theme for Indian Navy Day 2023 is 

“Operational Efficiency, Readiness, and Mission 

Accomplishment in the Maritime Domain.”  (Click here to 

read the article) 

• The International Day of Persons with Disabilities (IDPD) 

or World Day of the Handicapped 2023, observed annually 

on December 3, holds special significance in promoting 

understanding and support for individuals facing various 

disabilities. Established by the United Nations General 

Assembly in 1992, this day serves as a platform to advocate 

for the dignity, rights and overall well-being of persons with 

disabilities. (Click here to read the article) 

• International Volunteer Day (IVD) is an annual event 

observed on December 5th, celebrating the immense 

contributions of volunteers worldwide. Established by the 

United Nations General Assembly in December 1985, IVD 

not only recognizes the selfless efforts of volunteers but 

also emphasizes their role in achieving the Sustainable 

Development Goals (SDGs) and building resilient 

communities. The 2023 theme, “The Power of Collective 

Action: If Everyone Did,” underscores the transformative 

impact that global volunteerism can have on various 

aspects of human development. (Click here to read the 

article) 

• Every year on December 5, people worldwide unite to 

commemorate World Soil Day (WSD), an occasion 

dedicated to recognizing the pivotal role soil plays in 

sustaining life on Earth. This annual event serves as a 

poignant reminder of the intricate relationship between 

soil, plants, animals, and humans, underscoring the critical 

need to preserve and protect this invaluable resource. As 

we approach World Soil Day 2023, the theme ‘Soil and 

Water, a Source of Life’ takes center stage, emphasizing 

the symbiotic connection between these fundamental 

elements. (Click here to read the article) 

• International Cheetah Day, observed annually on 

December 4, is a global initiative to raise awareness about 

the conservation of cheetahs, renowned as the fastest land 

animals on Earth. The significance of this date lies in the 

birthday of Khayam, a cheetah raised by Dr. Laurie Marker, 

marking the beginning of a journey towards cheetah 

conservation. (Click here to read the article) 

• International Civil Aviation Day, observed on December 7, 

holds special significance as it marks the establishment of 

the International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO) in 

1944. This year’s theme, “Advancing Innovation for Global 

Aviation Development,” emphasizes the crucial role of 

innovation in shaping the future of civil aviation worldwide. 

(Click here to read the article) 
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• Armed Forces Flag Day, celebrated on December 7 each 

year, holds a special place in our hearts as we pay tribute to 

the indomitable spirit and sacrifices of the soldiers, sailors, 

and airmen who stand guard at our borders. This day 

serves as a reminder of the unwavering dedication of our 

armed forces and provides an opportunity for citizens to 

contribute towards their welfare. (Click here to read the 

article) 

• SAARC Charter Day is observed annually on 8th December, 

marking a significant milestone in the history of the South 

Asian Association for Regional Cooperation (SAARC). This 

day commemorates the signing of the SAARC Charter in 

1985 during the First SAARC Summit held in Dhaka. This 

year, the regional group celebrates its 39th Anniversary, 

highlighting the enduring commitment of South Asian 

nations to collaboration and mutual progress. (Click here to 

read the article) 

• International Anti-Corruption Day is celebrated worldwide 

on December 9 each year. In 2023, this special day falls on 

a Saturday. The aim of this day is to draw attention to the 

harmful impact of corruption on society and to encourage 

collective efforts to combat this global issue. The theme for 

International Anti-Corruption Day 2023 is ‘UNCAC at 20: 

Uniting the World Against Corruption.’ (Click here to read 

the article) 

• Every 9 December holds profound significance as the Office 

of the Special Adviser on the Prevention of Genocide marks 

the adoption of the Genocide Convention, a pivotal global 

commitment made at the inception of the United Nations. 

This day, also recognized as the International Day of 

Commemoration and Dignity of the Victims of the Crime 

of Genocide, highlights the importance of preventing this 

heinous crime. This year’s commemorative event centers 

on the theme “A Living Force in World Society: The Legacy 

of the 1948 Convention on the Prevention and 

Punishment of the Crime of Genocide.” (Click here to read 

the article) 

• The year 2023 marks the 75th anniversary of a 

monumental global commitment—the Universal 

Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR). Adopted by the 

United Nations General Assembly on December 10, 1948, 

this transformative document remains a beacon of hope, 

enshrining the inalienable rights that every individual is 

entitled to, irrespective of diverse factors. 10 December 

2023 marks the 75th anniversary of one of the world’s 

most groundbreaking global pledges: the Universal 

Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR). (Click here to read 

the article) 
 

Obituaries News 
 

• Actor Dinesh Phadnis, renowned for his portrayal of the 
funny and innocent CID officer Fredericks on the popular 
Sony TV show CID, has passed away. His demise was 
confirmed by his co-star Dayanand Shetty, who clarified 
that Dinesh suffered from liver damage and not a heart 
attack. The actor had been undergoing treatment at 
Mumbai’s Tunga Hospital.   (Click here to read the article) 

• Veteran character actor Junior Mehmood, known for his 
roles in iconic Bollywood films such as Caravan, Haathi 
Mere Saathi, and Mera Naam Joker, passed away at 67. 
Mehmood Junior, whose real name was Naeem Sayyed, 
began his acting journey when he was very young. (Click 
here to read the article) 
 

Miscellaneous News 
 

• The deep depression looming over the Bay of Bengal has 
rapidly intensified, evolving into a severe cyclonic storm 
named ‘Michaung‘ as per the latest update from the Indian 
Meteorological Department (IMD). The transformation 
occurred at 8:30 am today, signaling an escalating threat to 
the eastern coast of India. (Click here to read the article) 

• Oxford University Press has unveiled “Rizz” as its Word of 
the Year, reflecting the linguistic choices of Generation Z. 
The term, used to describe someone’s ability to attract or 
seduce another person, triumphed over finalists like 
“Swiftie,” “situationship,” and “prompt” in the annual 
decision made by language experts at the renowned 
publisher of the Oxford English Dictionary. (Click here to 
read the article) 

• In a momentous announcement, Gujarat Chief Minister 
Bhupendra Patel declared that the vibrant and culturally 
significant Garba dance has been officially recognized by 
UNESCO, earning a coveted spot on the “Representative 
List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity.” The 
announcement was met with enthusiasm from Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi, who commended the global 
acknowledgment of this traditional Indian dance form. 
(Click here to read the article) 
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Static Takeaways 
 

List of Deputy Governors 
 

Name 
Tenure 

From To 

Shri Swaminathan J 26.06.2023 onwards   

Shri T. Rabi Sankar 03.05.2021 onwards   

Shri M. Rajeshwar Rao 09.10.2020 08.10.2023 

09.10.2023 onwards   

Dr. M.D. Patra 15.01.2020 14.01.2023 

15.01.2023 onwards   

Shri M.K. Jain 22.06.2018 21.06.2021 

22.06.2021 21.06.2023 

Shri B.P. Kanungo 03.04.2017 02.04.2021 

Shri N.S. Vishwanathan 04.07.2016 31.03.2020 

Dr. Viral V. Acharya 23.01.2017 23.07.2019 

Shri S.S. Mundra 31.07.2014 30.07.2017 

Shri R. Gandhi 03.04.2014 02.04.2017 

Dr. Urjit R. Patel 11.01.2013 10.01.2016 

11.01.2016 04.09.2016 

Shri Harun R. Khan 04.07.2011 03.07.2014 

04.07.2014 04.07.2016 

Shri Anand Sinha 19.01.2011 18.01.2014 

Dr. Subir Gokarn 24.11.2009 31.12.2012 

Dr. K.C. Chakrabarty 15.06.2009 25.04.2014 

Smt. Usha Thorat 10.11.2005 09.11.2010 

Smt. Shyamala Gopinath 21.09.2004 08.09.2009 

09.09.2009 20.06.2011 (forenoon) 

Shri V. Leeladhar 21.09.2004 08.12.2008 (forenoon) 

Smt. K.J. Udeshi 10.06.2003 12.10.2005 

Shri Rakesh Mohan 09.09.2002 31.10.2004 

02.07.2005 10.06.2009 

Shri G.P. Muniappan 01.07.2001 31.05.2003 

Shri Vepa Kamesam 01.07.2001 23.09.2003 

24.09.2003 23.12.2003 

Shri Jagdish Capoor 01.01.1997 30.06.1999 

01.07.1999 30.06.2001 

Shri Y.V. Reddy 14.09.1996 31.08.2001 

01.09.2001 31.07.2002 

Shri R.V. Gupta 02.05.1995 30.11.1997 

Shri S.P. Talwar 07.11.1994 30.06.1999 

01.07.1999 30.06.2001 

Shri D.R. Mehta 11.11.1992 21.02.1995 

Shri S.S. Tarapore 30.01.1992 30.09.1996 

Shri R. Janakiraman 16.05.1990 15.05.1993 

Shri P.R. Nayak 01.04.1987 31.03.1992 

Shri P.D. Ojha 29.04.1985 28.04.1990 
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Name 
Tenure 

From To 

Shri R.K. Kaul 01.10.1983 30.09.1986 

Shri M.V. Hate 12.03.1982 11.03.1985 

Shri C. Rangarajan 12.02.1982 11.02.1987 

12.02.1987 20.08.1991 

Shri A. Ghosh 21.01.1982 20.01.1987 

21.01.1987 20.01.1992 

Shri M. Ramakrishnayya 02.01.1978 31.01.1983 

Shri J.C. Luther 04.01.1977 01.06.1977 

Shri P.R. Nangia 29.12.1975 15.02.1982 

Shri K.S. Krishnaswamy 29.12.1975 31.03.1981 

Shri R.K. Sheshadri 26.07.1973 25.07.1976 

Shri S.S. Shiralkar 18.12.1970 25.07.1976 

Shri V.V. Chari 17.11.1970 30.11.1975 

Shri R.K. Hazari 27.11.1969 26.11.1977 

Shri P.N. Damry 13.02.1967 12.02.1972 

13.02.1972 15.03.1972 

Prof. J.J. Anjaria 01.02.1967 28.02.1970 

Shri A. Bakshi 24.01.1967 08.09.1969 

Shri B.N. Adarkar 16.06.1965 03.05.1970 

Shri B.K. Madan 01.07.1964 31.01.1967 

Shri M.R. Bhide 29.02.1964 25.01.1967 

Shri C.S. Divekar 12.11.1962 11.11.1965 

Shri D.G. Karve 01.03.1962 29.02.1964 

Shri M.V. Rangachari 01.03.1960 28.02.1965 

Shri B. Venkatappaiah 01.07.1955 30.06.1960 

01.07.1960 28.02.1962 

Shri K.G. Ambegaonkar 01.03.1955 13.01.1957 

01.03.1957 29.02.1960 

Shri J.V. Joshi 11.09.1952 10.01.1953 

Shri Ram Nath 08.06.1951 08.07.1951 

09.07.1951 08.07.1956 

09.07.1956 08.07.1959 

Shri N. Sundaresan 01.01.1950 31.12.1954 

Shri W.T. McCallum 15.04.1946 14.08.1946 

15.04.1948 14.07.1948 

Shri M.G. Mekhri 08.07.1946 07.07.1951 

Shri C.R. Trevor 16.08.1943 31.12.1949 

Shri Wajahat Hussain 16.08.1943 04.12.1945 

Shri C.D. Deshmukh 22.12.1941 10.08.1943 

Shri Manilal B. Nanavati 21.12.1936 21.12.1941 

Captain Sir Sikander Hyat Khan 01.04.1935 20.10.1935 

Sir James B. Taylor 01.04.1935 30.06.1937 
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